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Question 1
WHY CAN'T WE LET ONE ANOTHER BE? WHY CAN'T WE JUST SIMPLY
ACCEPT OURSELVES AND OTHERS JUST THE WAY WE ARE? WHY THIS
PERSISTENT 'CHASING-THE-TAIL GAME' OF TRYING TO BE DIFFERENT? -THAT IS, MORE OPEN, MORE AWARE, MORE. YOU HAVE SAID OFTEN THAT
EVERYTHING IS FINE, PERFECT, THE WAY IT IS....
ISN'T IT ABOUT TIME WE STARTED PLAYING A NEW GAME? I'M GETTING
VERY EXHAUSTED BY THIS OLD ONE. AND LIFE AND LOVE AND FEAR AND
INSECURITY IS SO EXQUISITE -- JUST THE WAY IT IS. COULD THERE
POSSIBLY BE MORE?
THE FIRST THING TO BE UNDERSTOOD -- the 'more' has already happened, and
there cannot be anything more; but it is very difficult to accept it because you can always
imagine more. The problem arises out of imagination, and it is going to remain unless
you drop imagination as such.
You have ten thousand rupees -- you can imagine more; you have ten million rupees -you can imagine more. There is no end to imagination. The 'more' comes out of the
faculty of imagination.
The trees are not in any way hankering for more; the animals are not in any way
hankering for any growth, they are not going anywhere. The reason is simple -- they have
no imagination. Buddhas are also not going anywhere, they are also not part of this mad
game, because they have dropped the imagination.
Unless you drop imagining, you cannot drop 'more'. 'More' simply means you can
imagine. You are in love -- you can imagine that more could have happened, more can
happen. That's why man remains in a continuous dissatisfaction; it is imagination that
creates it.
The way is, either you become idiotic, fall back.... Idiots are not troubled. You will find
idiots always in a happy mood. They cannot imagine. They are incapable of imagination.
And many have tried to become idiots in the name of religion, many have tried practising
things which make you idiotic.
If you escape from the world and you live a monastic life, a life of no relationship, a life
absolutely lonely, with yourself, monotonous, then by and by your mind becomes dull,
you lose imagination, you become crippled. You can do it in many ways, you can use
many methods.
You can stand on your head for hours together; that will destroy your subtle faculties of
the mind. The so-called yogis have been doing that. When blood rushes too much into the
brain it destroys many tiny nerves, and by and by one becomes dull, stupid.
You can go to drugs -- by and by you lose your subtle faculties, your receptivity; you
become stale, you become aloof, distant, indifferent. You start withdrawing into yourself.
You become closed, and imagination is lost.
This seems easier to people -- to lose imagination -- because you are going downhill. But
this is not the way to become blissful, because blissfulness is possible only when you are
utterly intelligent. The trees are not hankering for more, but they are not blissful either,
because they are not aware. How can blissfulness happen when you are not aware? They
look blissful to us because we can see and watch, because we can observe.
Flowers look beautiful to us, children look beautiful to us -- so silent, so innocent -because we can observe and we can be aware. But in themselves they are simply below
the threshold of awareness. Nothing is happening there, because happening starts only
with awareness.

So you can fall into a dull existence, monotonous, stale, flat, and then the game is no
more there. Or, you can rise above, you can move upwards, and you can come to a point
from where, from the hilltop you can look at the valleys, and the whole game seems
meaningless. Not that you stop playing it; you continue to play -- because it is
meaningless but beautiful. You continue to play with no idea of any goal in it. You
participate in it, but you are no more a participant.
That is the meaning of the zen saying: 'Be in the world but be not of it.' Be in the world
but don't let the world enter in you. Move in the river but don't be touched by the water,
don't allow the water to touch you.There is nothing wrong in the game if you understand
that it is just a game; then you can play it. The problem arises when you become very
serious about the game.
And you can watch people -- even playing cards they become very serious. Even playing
chess they become very serious and very tense. They know they are playing a game but they
go on forgetting again and again. The game becomes serious. It is beautiful to participate
in it. Chess is beautiful, a good sharpener of intelligence. But to become serious, it creates
anxiety. To become very serious about it can create madness.
I have heard about one emperor of Egypt. He went mad because he was such a serious
player of chess. His whole life was nothing but a concern about chess. When he went
mad his physicians were very much worried. They enquired all over the country. They
asked old wise men what to do. One sufi mystic suggested, 'If some good chess player is
ready to play with him he will be okay. But you will have to find a very serious player,
and really a match for him.'
They were ready to pay whatsoever was demanded. One of the greatest, a world champion,
came and accepted the offer. One year continuously he played chess with the mad emperor.
After one year the emperor was back to his sanity -- but the other fellow went mad. There is
nothing wrong in being playful, but don't get serious about it. And it seems – the question
is from Prabha -- it seems she is serious about it. Let us dissect the question step by step.
First: WHY CAN'T WE LET ONE ANOTHER BE? Because we are not ourselves, so
how can we allow others to be themselves? You can allow the other only that which you
have allowed yourself. You cannot allow more than that, remember it. If you are not free
you will not allow freedom to anybody else. If you are repressed you will not allow
expression to others.
Whatsoever you are, you go on trying to enforce it upon others. You would like everybody to be just an image of you. That gives you a very egoistic feeling – that everybody
is imitating you, everybody is a carbon copy of you. And it puts you at ease – that everybody is like that. If somebody is free and you allow freedom and you yourself are not free,
you will feel very much depressed by the comparison. That's how repression has been
perpetuated down the ages.
The parents were repressed by their parents, they have repressed their children, and these
children will repress their children. And it is a chain, and it is very difficult to break it.
Only rarely somebody gathers so much courage and becomes so individualistic that he
jumps out of the chain. To jump out of this chain is to jump out of the world. Then you
are no more conditioned by anybody, and then you never condition anybody. Then you
live in freedom and you impart freedom.
But you can give only that which you have. Being, you have not. How can you allow
others? You are constantly finding ways and means how to destroy the freedom of the
other, how to dominate, how to possess, how to command, how to force obedience. You
are not at ease, you have not yet come home. You are not fulfilled, you cannot allow
anybody else to be fulfilled. You are like a barren tree -- you cannot allow other trees to
have fruits, because that will hurt you very much.

You ask: WHY CAN'T WE LET ONE ANOTHER BE?
Because you are not. So start from the very beginning. First, be!
First allow yourself to be, then you will be capable of allowing others also.
I can give you utter freedom. I have no discipline here to teach to you, because I have
tasted utter freedom, and I know that if you can taste -- even a little bit of it -- your whole
life will be transfigured.
You would like me to give you discipline. People come to me and they say, 'Give us some
discipline, give us clearcut rules -- what we should do and what we should not. You never
give us clearcut rules. You talk in vague terms.' It looks vague to them. I amtalkin g in
terms of freedom -- it looks vague. They say, 'You talk in an ambiguous way.
We cannot decide what you mean. Why can't you give us clearcut ways? Why can't you
reduce whatsoever you want to teach? Why can't you put it in a few commandments, like
the ten commandments? Then it will be easy for us to follow and we will not be confused.
Why do you confuse us?'
I am not confusing you, I am simply giving you total freedom -- and of course, freedom
is confusing. Confusing, because you have to decide every moment. I am not going to
decide for you. Who am I to decide for you? Anybody who decides for you is a murderer.
And you are in search of your murderers. You want somebody to take the whole responsibility.
That's what you ask -- clearcut rules so that you need not be aware, so that you need not
be responsive, so that you need not be responsible. Whatsoever happens you can look in
the book of commandments and follow the book. By and by you can learn the book by
rote, memorise it, and then you can function through the memory. And then there is no
need to function through your center.
Wherever rules are given, remember -- the man himself has not attained freedom. If he has
attained freedom then he will know, he must know, that freedom starts at the first step. It is
not something that happens in the end; it begins from the beginning. You have to sow seeds
of freedom, then only will you be able to harvest freedom, liberation, nirvana.
WHY CAN'T WE LET ONE ANOTHER BE?
Because you are not. You are a non-entity. You yet exist not. You are just a dream, and
that too very hodge-podge. You don't have yet any integration, you are not one. You
jump on others, whosoever falls under your territory -- your children, your wife, your
husband, your mother, your father, your friends -- whosoever is available to you, you
jump and crush his or her freedom. Once you have crushed the freedom you feel at ease;
now there is no danger.
If you really want to give freedom to others, you will have to begin at home. Everything
begins at home. Be free, become a being. Enjoy this tremendous freedom that life gives
to you. Don't follow any rules. Just follow one thing, and that is your awareness. And let
your awareness decide each moment fresh what is to be done.
There is no need to function through memory and through past knowledge, experience.
Just function with fresh, virgin knowing, virgin awareness. And then you will see how
beautiful it is to be free, and then you will see how beautiful it is to live with free people.
Because to live with prisoners is to become a prisoner oneself.Have you watched?
A jailer is not a free man, cannot be. A jailer is more jailed than the prisoners.
If you force so many people to be prisoners, how can you be free? That enforced
imprisonment reflects in your being also; you become a prisoner yourself.
Never enforce any imprisonment on anybody. Allow freedom and you will be free.
You be free, and you will be able to allow more freedom. They work together.
WHY CAN'T WE JUST SIMPLY ACCEPT OURSELVES AND OTHERS JUST THE
WAY WE ARE?
Because you have been conditioned to reject, not to accept. You have been conditioned
to deny, you have been conditioned to say 'no'. You have not yet known how to say 'yes'.

You have been conditioned to condemn. You were condemned and the same you are
doing to others. You go on condemning yourself also, and of course the same you have
to do with others. You cannot do otherwise.
Your parents were telling you, 'You are wrong, this is not right, this should never be done,'
and a thousand and one times they have repeated it. And you have gathered one message:
that you are not accepted as you are, you are not loved for your simple being.
If you fulfill their desires they love you; their love is a bargain. If you follow them like
shadows, they appreciate, they approve. If you just become a little free and you try to be
an individual, they are against you -- their eyes, their behaviour, everything changes. And
every child is so helpless -- just to survive he has to be political, he has to accept whatsoever the parents are saying.
Then there is society, then there is the establishment of education. And by and by you go
deeper and deeper into the mess, and everybody is there to force you to follow him. Then
there are priests and politicians, all do-gooders, and they all want you to follow them, and
they all have trained you. Your mind is a conditioned mind. That's why you cannot accept
yourself and you cannot accept others.
But the possibility exists. If you understand this -- that this is just conditioning -- you can
drop out of it clean, right now! Don't get identified with it, that is the only way. Don't think
that this is you; just remember that this is society speaking through you. Don't call it your
conscience, it is not your conscience. It is a pseudo-conscience created by the society.
It is a trick, it is a very dangerous trick. But the society has put inside you its own ideas
and they function as your conscience. In fact, they don't allow your real conscience
to surface, they don't allow your own consciousness to come and take charge of your life.
Society is very political. Outside it has posted the policeman and the magistrate; inside it
has posted the conscience. That is the inner policeman, the inner magistrate. And it is not
even satisfied with this arrangement -- above it has posted a god, the super-policeman,
the head constable. So he is looking from there; even in your bathroom he is watching
you. Somebody is following you continuously, you are never left alone to be yourself.
Drop this -- this is your idea, you are clinging to it. It has been given to you by others.
It has been given so early that you don't remember, but it is a political arrangement.
It is not religious.
Religion is an unconditioning. The very process of religion is to make you unconditioned,
to free you of all conditions, and to allow you whatsoever you are meant to be, to allow
you your destiny.Drop out of this conditioning. That's what a real drop-out has to be.
It is not just dropping out of the society -- that won't help because where will you go?
Even if you become a hippie and you drop out of the society, you will create an alternate
society, and again there will be rules, and again there will be conditionings. If you move
in the ordinary society, the establishment, you are expected not to have long hair. And if
you move amidst hippies you are expected not to have short hair. But it is the same.
If you are moving in the established society, you are expected to take a bath every day.
And if you are living with hippies and you take a bath every day, they will think
something is wrong with you. But it is the same thing, upside down.
You cannot move out of the society. Many times it has been tried, but only alternative
societies are created, and they become their own establishments.
You can move out of the society only in a very subtle way, there is no gross way. The
subtle way is to drop inside, out of the layer of conditioning. Just remember that now you
are mature enough,..you need not bother what others say; you have to be yourself. And
enjoy, start enjoying this freedom, and then you will be able to impart freedom to others
also. Because if you want your freedom to grow you will need people who are free
around you, because freedom can prosper only with free people.

WHY THIS PERSISTENT 'CHASING-THE-TAIL GAME OF TRYING TO BE
DIFFERENT -- MORE OPEN, MORE AWARE, MORE? YOU HAVE SAID OFTEN
THAT EVERYTHING IS FINE THE WAY IT IS...
I have said it but you have not heard it. What I say is not going to change you unless you
hear it. Hence I have to go on repeating in different ways. My message is the same. I am
not saying a new truth every day. I'm saying the same truth in so many forms, in so many
expressions.
Now I have to hammer you from different directions because I see you so fast asleep. I
can hear your snoring. I say it and in a way you also hear it, because you are not deaf -but you have not yet heard it.
Once you have heard it -- that means, once it has hit home, once it has reached your heart
-- then this question will not arise. Then you will not ask why. Then suddenly you will be
able to see and the clarity will happen to you. You will see the whole game is this: you
have been taught to improve, to go on. You have been taught to remain discontent. You
have been taught that unless you are discontent you will never be progressive. If you are
not discontent you will vegetate. Be discontent! Ask for more! And go on asking for
more. If you don't ask, nobody's going to give you anything.
ISN'T IT ABOUT TIME WE STARTED PLAYING A NEW GAME?
But the new game will be the same if there is not a new mind. You can play the new
game, that's what you are doing. What is this orange colour and mala? You are playing a
new game; with a new name, you are playing a new game. But if the mind has not
changed, if there has not been a revolution within you, then this game will also become,
sooner or later, an old game. There are old sannyasins here who have settled. Now they
have accepted this new role -- the revolution has not happened.
It is very easy to change your clothes, very easy to change your name; it is very difficult
to change your attitude, your vision. What will you do, Prabha? Even if you start a new
game you will be the same. Only the name of the game will change, nothing else will
change. If you are the same, the result is going to be the same with the new game also.
There is no point in changing the game. The point, the basic point is to change yourself.
Then you can play the same game if you like, or you can play a new game if you like,
but that is not relevant. The relevant thing is -- you change. Have a totally different vision.
What do I mean? There are two types of vision in the world. One, of the unenlightened
person. That vision is: accumulate more, whatsoever it is -- money? okay; meditation?
okay -- accumulate more, have more of it.
The unenlightened person is interested in having. He knows only one way of being and
that is having -- have a big house, have a big car, have more money, have more virtue,
have more bank balance -- in this world and the other also -- have more... more women,
more men, more love affairs -- have more. His only idea of being is having more.
Having has nothing to do with being. You can have the whole world -- being is not going
to result that way. You can have the whole world at your feet, and you will remain empty,
because there is no way to change having into being.
Then there is another vision -- the vision of the enlightened person, of the Buddha. It is a
shift, it is a radical change. Being is important, having is not important. Then there is no
question of progression -- you are already, you cannot be more than you are. You can
have more, but you cannot be more.
Let me repeat it: you can have more -- you can have a bigger house, there is no problem
about it. Certainly you can have more money. Even if you are a Rockefeller you can have
more money. Even if you are a president of a country you can have more power.
Even if you are a great saint you can have more virtue. But the whole... the dimension of
having is always the dimension of discontent. You can always have more. Imagination has
continuous work, imagination is applicable.

The dimension of being -- you are already that which you can be. The goal has already
been arrived at. There is nowhere to go.
The dimension of having is the extrovert dimension, the dimension of being is the
introvert dimension. You go within yourself just to see who you are. Let us first know
who we are, what we are. I'm not against having things, you can have, but first have your
being. I'm not against living in a big house -- live, nothing is wrong in it, but first live in
your inner being, then everything is okay. Then even if you are a beggar, it is okay; even
if you are an emperor, it is okay. I am not insisting that you be a beggar.
My whole emphasis is first be! -- then everything is okay. But if you are not, then nothing
is okay. Then you can have as much as you desire and still you will remain unsatisfied,
unfulfilled.
So don't change the game; change your dimension, change your vision, have a radical
revolution. The word 'radical' is very good; it means 'of the roots'. When I say have a
radical change, I mean change your very roots. Changing leaves won't help, pruning the
branches won't help. Change your roots, change your very soil. Be! Celebrate!
Nothing is lacking. Sing, dance, love, laugh, cry -- nothing is lacking.
I'M GETTING VERY EXHAUSTED BY THIS OLD GAME.
You can get exhausted by the old game, and you can change to a new game. Again you
will get exhausted with the new, because everything new will become old someday. Who
is exhausted with the old game? It is the mind which always gets exhausted with the old
and always hankers for the new.
Prabha is asking the question but she has not understood it, what she is asking. If you are
exhausted by the old and then you are seeking for the new, you are seeking again for
something more. Fed up with the old you want something new -- a new sensation, a new
thrill. But sooner or later the new will become old, then what? Everything new will
become old, because everything that is old was new one day.
Try to understand it. It is not going to help by changing the game from A to B, from B to
C. You can go on jumping. The change has to happen within you. You become new, and
then everything remains new, then never is anything reduced to boredom. Then one is
never fed up. YOU become new, not the game. You bring newness to you.
And being is always new because it is always happening... always dying and always
being born. Each moment your breath is fresh; the moment it becomes stale it is thrown
out -- new breath is rushing in. In the same way god rushes in you. Every moment the
stale god is thrown out and the new god enters you. Your river is flowing; just become
acquainted with this inner river of consciousness, this stream of consciousness which
is always fresh. By its very nature it is fresh, it cannot be old. Mind is always old,
consciousness is never old; mind is always bored, consciousness is never bored.
I AM GETTING VERY EXHAUSTED BY THIS OLD ONE. AND LIFE AND LOVE
AND FEAR AND INSECURITY IS SO EXQUISITE JUST THE WAY IT IS.
Then who is preventing you? Jump into life, Prabha. Jump into life, love, fear, insecurity.
Who is preventing you? At least not I. For whom are you waiting? For whose permission?
Why are you asking me this? Again you need somebody's approval. Then again you are
trying to throw responsibility on me.
Then if it is not really so, not as exquisite as you say, you can say, 'Osho, you told me to
move into love, and now... I am having a hell of a time. You told me to be insecure, and
now I am trembling -- now what to do?' If it is really exquisite, as you say, if you have
understood the point, then why waste time in asking the question? Jump into life, because
it is slipping by. Before the time is gone jump into the stream, splash around.
And in the end again the question remains the same.

COULD THERE POSSIBLY BE MORE?
How can it be proved that there is not anything more? In fact, you come to listen to me
just to find out -- is there something more? And when I say there is nothing more, you
don't believe me. I know it, you don't believe me. You say, 'This man is playing.' You
know there is something more, you are missing it -- but you are missing it not because
there is more and you have not grown up to it; you are missing it because you are too
much obsessed with the more and it is right here now already available.
You are missing, that I know. And because you are missing you cannot believe me that
there cannot be anything more. You look into my eyes and you know that there is something more. You feel me and you know that there is something more. So you cannot
believe it.
If I say there is something more and you have to attain it and much effort is needed, you
will nod your approval. You will say, 'Right.' That's how you get caught by the gurus.
Otherwise no guru can catch hold of you. Your desire for the more is your readiness to be
caught -- that functions as a bait. And anybody who can shout loudly that there is more
can get followers -- because everybody is missing and this man says there is more; maybe
he knows, so follow him.
It is very difficult to be with me because I am not promising you anything more, I am not
promising any rose gardens to you. And I know you are missing, that is true. But you are
not missing because it is far away, you are missing because it is so obvious.
If you ask a fish about her life experiences, she will tell about everything except the
ocean. She will talk about her love affairs, children, husband, family matters, her
psychoanalyst, her guru, and things like that, but she will not mention the ocean because
it is obvious. The fish ordinarily never comes across the ocean. She lives in it, but she has
been born into it. It was already there before she came in. It has been so close that it is
very difficult to know about it. There is no distance.
God is like the ocean. It is just sitting by your side, hand in hand.
You are missing him not because he lives on a distant star. You are missing him because
he follows you like a shadow, here on this earth. You are missing him because he is sitting
within you and you are looking out. You are missing him because he has become you and
you are searching somewhere else. He is in the seeker; the sought is in the seeker.
Any day it can happen. Any day you decide to trust me, it can happen. I am not here to
show you a path, I am here only to show you the goal. Because a path means one has to
travel far, far -- the goal is somewhere else. My whole effort is to call you away from
your so-called paths because the goal is here; where are you going?
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